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$2.5M to abused Cicero student
By Jordyn Reiland
jreiland@lawbulletinmedia.com

A Cook County jury awarded $2.5 million to a woman who alleged she was assaulted by a
Cicero school district teacher while in kindergarten.
A verdict was reached Nov. 19 after a trial before Circuit Judge Lorna E. Propes.
The plaintiﬀ, identiﬁed as Jane Doe 1 in court documents, was a kindergartener at Woodbine
Elementary School, part of Cicero School District 99, in 2000 and 2001.
Throughout the school year, Doe was allegedly assaulted by her teacher, Roberto Aguilar.
Aguilar would remove her from other classes so he could be alone with her, telling other teachers
she needed additional help with schoolwork, according to court records.
Doe told her parents about the abuse in 2005, and they reported it to police. Authorities said
Aguilar’s whereabouts were unknown after he left the United States in 2002.
In 2013, another female student wrote an essay in an English class about her own sexual abuse
experienced as a kindergartener in Aguilar’s class in 2001-02. The school contacted police, who
located and arrested Aguilar in California.
Aguilar is currently in Cook County Jail awaiting a criminal trial, according to court records.
Doe sued Cicero School District 99 alleging the district did not implement and enforce policies
to protect students from sexual abuse.
She was represented by Katherine A. Cardenas of Lucas & Cardenas P.C. and Khalid Hasan.
The suit also contended the district never conducted a criminal background check, reference
check or employment veriﬁcation before Aguilar was hired.
The district at trial denied there was willful and wanton supervision, willful and wanton hiring
or indiﬀerence to the safety of students, according to one of the district’s a orneys Thomas G.
DiCianni of Ancel Glink P.C.
“We’re disappointed with the jury’s decision and we’re contemplating our next steps in the
case,” DiCianni said in an interview.
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The school district was also represented by Kathleen M. Kunkle of Ancel Glink P.C.
Jurors found in favor of Doe on the hiring claim but in favor of the district on the supervision
and retention claims.
“While we are pleased with the verdict holding the school district responsible for acting with
u er indiﬀerence towards our client’s safety, no amount of money will ever completely repair the
damage inﬂicted on our client or undo the harm she has suﬀered and which she continues to live
with,” Cardenas said in a statement.
“We hope this is a wake-up call for institutions to become more cognizant in preventing child
abuse and implement be er safety procedures for future generations,” she added.
The case is Jane Doe 1 v. Woodbine Elementary School, et al.16 L 11004.
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